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ART & CRAFT SHOW 2026 
Artist Information Packet 

 
Festival Location: 1st to 35th Streets on the Virginia Beach Boardwalk, Virginia Beach, Virginia, 23451 
Art & Craft Show Location: Location: 25th to 35th Streets 
 
IMPORTANT DATES* 
January 27, 2026 Applications Open 
May 31, 2026  Application Deadline 
July 7, 2026  Artist Notification 
July 30, 2026  Booth Purchase Deadline for inclusion in printed Festival Program 
August 16, 2026 Booth Purchase Final Deadline 
September 7, 2026 Drive On Assignment Notification 
September 10, 2026 Proof of Liability Insurance Deadline 
September 24, 2026 Artist Drive On 
September 25, 2026 Event 12:00p to 7:00p 
September 26, 2026 Event 10:00a to 7:00p 
September 27, 2026 Event 10:00a to 6:00p 

*Dates are subject to change. 
 
ABOUT THE VIRGINIA BEACH NEPTUNE FESTIVAL 
Drawing more than 400,000 people, the three-day Boardwalk Weekend along the oceanfront is the 
culminating event of the Neptune Festival – the non-profit official celebration of the City of Virginia 
Beach.  The festival has been named one of the top 100 festivals in the US and is annually voted one 
of the top 10 festivals by the Southeast Tourism Society.   
 

In 1973, Richard Kline, president of the Virginia Beach Chamber of Commerce and the owner of RK 
Chevrolet, reached out to Fred Napolitano to help the city come up with an idea to create an event 
that would bring residents together, attract the interest of tourists and celebrate the heritage of the 
city.  This year, the festival will be celebrating its 53rd anniversary.   
 

Daily concerts at 2 festival stages feature 20+ performances from local and national bands and DJs. 
On the boardwalk, you can find more than 200 artisans displaying handmade work at the Art & Craft 
Show. Keep walking to find 22 magnificent sandsculptures created by world-renowned 
international sculptors at Neptune’s International Sandsculpting Championship. Other weekend 
events include Neptune’s 8k Race, Grand Parade, Dock Dogs, Touch-a-Truck, Poseidon’s 
Playground, Volleyball Tournament, Surfing Classic, Atlantic Regatta, Youth Art Show, and more. 
 
ABOUT THE VIRGINIA BEACH NEPTUNE FESTIVAL ART & CRAFT SHOW 
Often recognized by the Sunshine Artist Magazine as one of the top 200 Art Shows in the country, 
the Neptune Festival Art & Craft Show is one of the many events during the Virginia Beach Neptune 
Festival signature Boardwalk Weekend.  Artists and craftsmen of original work are eligible for the 
show, with acceptance based on a jury process. 
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Over 200 artists working in visual fine art and fine craft will be exhibiting their work.  Mediums 
include painting, drawing, printmaking, photography, ceramics, glass, wood, fiber, sculpture, 
furniture, jewelry, and mixed media.   
 

A portion of the Art & Craft Show is dedicated to selected artists whose work demonstrates the 
highest level of originality, handcrafting, and excellence.  These artists are deemed awards-eligible 
during the jury process.  Cash awards totaling a minimum of $2,600 are awarded by a judge or 
panel of judges during the festival weekend.   
 
ARTIST ELIGIBILITY 
Artists are encouraged to apply to exhibit at the Virginia Beach Neptune Festival Art & Craft Show by 
submitting six (6) images with a completed application via Zapplication between January 27 and 
May 31, 2026.  Five (5) of the images should be representative of the artwork to be displayed and 
sold during Boardwalk Weekend.  The final image should be of either the artist booth or a 
representation of how the artwork will be displayed.  The images should only show the medium 
category in which the artist is applying.  Artists are welcome to apply to more than one category.  
Each category will require a separate application and fee.  All images submitted must not include 
the artist’s printed name or facial likeness. 
 

MEDIUM CATEGORIES 
• Painting: For awards-eligible artists, limited-edition print reproductions may be displayed 

on one wall and/or in bins.  All print reproductions must be properly labeled.  Altered prints, 
including giclée and laser, regardless of substrate, are not considered original. 

• Drawing: For awards-eligible artists, limited-edition print reproductions may be displayed 
on one wall and/or in bins.  All print reproductions must be properly labeled.  Altered prints, 
including giclée and laser, regardless of substrate, are not considered original. 

• Graphics/Printmaking: Multiple original prints pulled or printed by the artist are allowed and 
encouraged.  Can be displayed on the wall and/or in bins.  Editions must be signed and 
numbered.  No clothing in this category. 

• Photography: For awards-eligible artists, editions are limited to no more than 250 and must 
be signed and numbered.  Editions may be displayed on the wall and in bins.  For non-
awards-eligible artists, open editions are permissible.   

• Ceramics: Hand-formed and signed by the artist. 
• Glass: Hand-formed and signed by the artist. 
• Wood: Original, hand-tooled, machine-worked, carved, or turned.  No kits.  Work must be 

signed by the artist. 
• Fiber: Original basketry, beadwork, dying, felting, needlework, leather (no wearable 

accessories,) paper art, weaving. 
• Sculpture: Non-functional 3-D work in any material.  Work must be signed by the artist. 
• Furniture: Original and hand-crafted in any material. 
• Mixed Media: Original work incorporating two or more dissimilar materials or processes.  

Work must be signed by the artist. 
• Jewelry: Original and hand-crafted.  If assembled from purchased findings and 

components, a high degree of originality should be apparent.  No chains sold separately 
unless made by the artist.  No permanent jewelry vendors. 

• Digital Art: Original work for which the original source material images is executed by the 
artist using a computer.  AI is not permitted.  Limited to editions of no more than 100 
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regardless of size.  Must be signed by the artist, numbered, and printed on archival quality 
materials.   

• Clothing and/or Wearable Accessories 
• Other/Craft 

 

No products for sale under $10 (no two- or three-for-one items.)  No “on sale” items.  No food 
products, pet products/items, candles, body care items, recorded music, commercially 
manufactured work, items with corporate or sports logos, production studio work, buy-sell, kits, or 
imported items will be considered or allowed. 
 
SHOW TERMS & CONDITIONS 
Artist application and subsequent acceptance of invitation to participate will serve as the 
agreement to abide by all rules, regulations, terms, and conditions as outlined by the Virginia Beach 
Neptune Festival in the Artist Information Packet document. 
 

Only the work of an individual artist or two-person collaborative team is accepted.  Only the work 
within the medium(s) accepted for the show may be exhibited.  The artist or two-person team must 
be present for festival registration and work the booth for the entire event with exceptions for meals 
and breaks.  Booth-sitters are available.  
 

All work must be the original design of the artist.  The artist is expected to be the major contributor 
of the time required in the essential production of the work.  No commercially produced or mass-
manufactured artwork is permitted. 
 
ARTIST FEES 

Application Fee  $45 
10x10 Booth Fee  $435 
10x20 Booth Fee  $870 
Corner Booth Surcharge $150  

 

The application fee is non-refundable.  If the entire festival is cancelled by festival organizers, space 
fee refunds will be made by check (less ZAPPlication and credit card fees) within 30 days of the 
festival.  Please see the Event Cancellation Policy for more information. 
 

Payments sent by applicant that are returned for insufficient funds constitute an automatic 
cancellation and forfeiture of any fee payments made.  All fees paid are non-refundable if an artist 
is removed from the festival by Festival Management for noncompliance and/or fire/safety failures. 
 
ARTIST NOTIFICATION & ACCEPTANCE 
On or before the notification deadline, artists will receive notification via email of awards-eligible 
acceptance, non-awards-eligible acceptance, wait list placement, or decline of application.  This 
notice will outline important next steps to accept invitation and purchase booth space.  If an 
application is declined, no additional steps are needed. 
 

To accept invitation, artists must change their application status to “Accept” within Zapplication 
under “Manage Applications.”  Artists may then proceed from there to purchase a booth space.  To 
guarantee a corner space, artists must add the “corner surcharge.”  Corner spaces are limited.  
Booth spaces will not be assigned until after payment is received. 
 

To decline the invitation to participate, artists must change their application status to “Decline.”  
This allows Festival Management to make space available for artists on the waiting list.   
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For applicants placed on the Wait List, numbers will be assigned and can be viewed in Zapplication 
under “Manage Applications.”  While the Wait List is unpredictable and can feel rushed, Festival 
Management will prioritize communicating with applicants in a timely manner. 
 

When a Wait List space becomes available, applicants will be notified via email.  Applicants will 
have 24 hours to respond to either accept or decline the invitation.  If no response is received, the 
offer will be rescinded and move to the next applicant in line.  Applicants will be notified by lowest 
number first; i.e. Wait List 1 will be notified before Wait List 2, and so on.   
 

Wait List applicants will be notified as soon as space becomes available and will continue through 
August 16, 2026. 
 

Important Dates: 
July 30, 2026   Booth Purchase Deadline for inclusion in printed Festival Program* 
August 16, 2026 Final Booth Purchase Deadline 
September 10, 2026  Proof of Liability Insurance Deadline 

 

*Over 85,000 festival guides will be printed and distributed before and during the Festival Weekend. 
 
LIABILITY INSURANCE 
Accepted artists are required to provide proof of liability insurance to participate in Boardwalk 
Weekend.  The deadline for proof of liability insurance is September 10, 2026.  Failure to submit 
required proof of liability insurance will result in agreement termination and exclusion from the 
festival.  
 

REQUIREMENTS 
1. Email proof of liability to: artshow@neptunefestival.com by September 10, 2026 
2. List as additionally insured: 

 Virginia Beach Neptune Festival  
& City of Virginia Beach 
265 Kings Grant Rd, Ste 102, Virginia Beach, VA, 23452 

3. Minimum coverage of $1,000,000 each occurrence and $2,000,000 general aggregate. 
4. Policy dates must, at minimum, read: “in effect from 9/25/2026 through 9/27/2026” 

 
ARTIST BOOTHS 
All booths must be set up for the full length of the Art & Craft Show.  Electricity is not provided and 
generators are not permitted.   
 

Artists are required to use properly weighted and installed tents ensuring the following: 
1) Tents should be wind-rated for a minimum of 60 mph. 
2) Tents should be secured to the boardwalk railing with rope and/or ratchet straps. 
3) Tents should have at least 50 lbs. of weight fastened securely to each leg. 

 

In inclement weather, improperly installed tents pose a danger to artists and visitors.  Tents, 
weights, tables, and chairs are available through local rental companies.  Contacting these 
companies early is vital to ensure reservation.  The Virginia Beach Neptune Festival does not supply 
tents, sidewalls, tables, chairs, weights, umbrellas, or other equipment. 
 

Booth locations are numbered from south to north along the boardwalk railing.  Each location is 
10’x10’ from the railing and may not extend beyond this point.  Ensuring the boardwalk is safely 
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accessible and predictable to all visitors including those with disabilities as well as guaranteeing 
urgent and immediate access to emergency vehicles and first responders is of highest priority.  All 
artwork, product, displays, furniture, etc., must be contained within the assigned space and will be 
strictly enforced.   
 

Chairs may be placed across from the assigned booth space but may not impede pedestrian traffic.  
Umbrellas should be moved as far back as possible. 
 

Awnings (approximately 2’) may extend so that the vertical drop from the front/outer edge is in line 
with the demarcation line that runs down the center of the boardwalk concrete.  Awnings cannot 
impede the flow of pedestrian traffic and cannot create obstacles for any visitor, especially those 
with disabilities. 
 

Assigned spaces will be identified with a printed tag, placed in the center of the top railing of the 
assigned booth location.  The tag will note the artist’s name and assigned booth number.  Those 
who secure multiple booth spots will have tags on the additional spaces.  All spaces will be marked 
and empty spaces must remain empty.  Some tents may be erected prior to artist arrival.  Festival 
Management encourages everyone to walk the boardwalk and locate assigned booth spaces before 
Drive On. 
 

Once setup is complete, artists must display a booth placard (provided by the Neptune Festival  at 
check-in) which displays the artist's name(s), hometown, medium, and booth number.  The placard 
must be clearly visible to volunteers, festival officials, and visitors.   
 

While Festival Management prioritizes honoring booth location requests, booth space layout is 
determined per fire and safety ordinances and are final.  A limited number of corner booth spots 
will be available.  Corner spots will be assigned in the order payment is received and is first come, 
first serve. 
 

Drive On and Drive Off opportunities for loading and unloading directly onto the boardwalk at or 
near an artist’s booth space prior to the festival will be provided.  Please see Drive On for more 
information.  Detailed information and schedule will be sent to accepted artists. 
 

Please see separate Tent Requirements & Safety document for more information and for a list of 
local rental vendors. 
 
ARTIST AWARDS & ELIGIBILITY 
A portion of the Art & Craft Show will be dedicated to selected artists whose work demonstrates the 
highest level of originality, handcrafting, and excellence.  These artists are deemed awards-eligible 
by the jury during the application process.   
 

A minimum of $2,600 in cash awards will be awarded to awards-eligible artists by a judge or panel 
of judges during the festival weekend.  The judge or panel of judges will consist of artists and/or arts 
professionals whose name(s) will be announced prior to the event.  Cash awards include: first 
place $750, second place $500, third place $350, and five (5) $200 awards of merit.  Additional 
awards may be added at a later date. 
 
DRIVE ON  
All artists will be assigned a Drive On date and time with the goal of getting all artists into their 
booth spaces in a safe, organized, and orderly manner.  All required documentation must be on file 
and all fees fully paid to receive a Drive On date and time.   
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Expect to receive Drive On assignments on or before September 7, 2026.  Drive On will take place 
throughout the day on September 24, 2026. 
 

Larger trucks and vehicles with trailers (larger than 20’x10’) will be scheduled earlier in the day to 
reduce congestion on the boardwalk.  Only one (1) vehicle and connected trailer is permitted per 
artist for Drive On.  Additional vehicles are not permitted. 
 

Artists will arrive at the designated location where they will be provided with boardwalk access 
passes, instructions, and be placed into position for the Drive On caravan.  The caravan will depart 
the parking lot in descending order (those heading the furthest will be in front of the line.)  Exact 
directions and maps will be provided at this time. 
 

Security will meet the caravan lead at the Atlantic Avenue access street to escort the caravan onto 
the boardwalk.  All artists in the caravan will turn left onto the boardwalk and head North and drive 
to their assigned location.  Artists that have a passenger side operation will drive onto the 
boardwalk north to south and will be given specific street access directions and will not be a part of 
the Drive On caravan.  Artists will have one (1) hour to get into position on the railing and/or unload 
their items, equipment, etc., remove their vehicle and trailer from the boardwalk, and then return to 
set up their booth.  
 

Artists are strictly prohibited from driving or parking on the bike path, grass, or landscaping within 
the boardwalk and hotels.  Failure to comply with the Drive On guidelines will result in removal from 
the event and the opportunity to participate in future Neptune Festival events will be rescinded. 
 
DRIVE OFF 
Important Times – Sunday, September 27, 2026: 

6:00 pm Festival concludes, begin breakdown of booth 
6:30 pm Artist access to boardwalk opens, authorized by festival staff and security 
7:30 pm Access to boardwalk for trailers, large vans, and box trucks opens 
8:00 pm Access for artists driving north to south opens 

 

Streets available for boardwalk access during Drive Off: 
8th, 10th, 14th, 16th, 20th, 24th, 27th, 30th, 33rd Streets*              

         *Access points subject to change 
 

The festival concludes at 6:00 pm on Sunday, September 27, 2026. Please begin breakdown after 
the conclusion of the festival.    
 

Access streets to the boardwalk will be barricaded and closed to oncoming boardwalk traffic 
throughout the festival.  Festival staff and security personnel will be stationed along the boardwalk 
and exit streets to ensure an orderly and safe departure from the festival.  
 

Access to the boardwalk will be authorized by festival staff and security personnel beginning at 6:30 
pm to let festival attendees disperse off the boardwalk.  Artists are required to break down and pack 
all their operations completely prior to requesting access onto the boardwalk.  20’x10’ operations, 
trailers, or operations that require a large van or box truck to pack must wait until 7:30 pm to 
request access to the boardwalk. Vendors that require driving north to south must wait until after 
8:00 pm to request boardwalk access. 
 

Vendors should enter the boardwalk from the accessible street south of their assigned location and 
drive north, as was done during the Drive On.  Boardwalk access streets for Drive Off are as follows 
but are subject to change: 8th, 10th, 14th, 16th, 20th, 24th, 27th, 30th, 33rd Streets.    
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We ask that vendors show patience and understanding and follow these Drive Off procedures. 
Festival staff and security personnel will be working diligently to get all vendors off the boardwalk in 
a safe and efficient manner.   Failure to comply with the Drive Off guidelines will result in removal 
from the festival and the opportunity to participate in future Neptune Festival events will be 
rescinded. 
 
ARTIST/EVENT PARKING & HOTELS 
There is no free parking available in the boardwalk resort area.  Municipal parking garages are 
available.  Limited trailer and over-sized vehicle parking may be available.  If available, notification 
will be sent prior to festival weekend. 
 

The Neptune Festival works closely with businesses along the boardwalk including hotels.  If 
special rates are offered, artists will be notified via email.  If you choose to stay at a hotel near the 
festival, parking in the hotel parking lot is highly recommended. 
 
REFUND POLICY 
Application fees are non-refundable.  Artist cancellations and refund requests must be submitted 
in writing and emailed to: artshow@neptunefestival.com.  No refunds will be given on or after 
August 24, 2026, regardless of reason.  Refunds will be made by check (less ZAPPlication and credit 
card fees.)  For refunds regarding event cancellation, see Event Cancellation Policy. 
 

REFUND SCHEDULE 
75% Booth Fee Refund Up to August 16, 2026 
50% Booth Fee Refund August 17 to August 23, 2026 
0% Booth Fee Refund  August 24, 2026 onward 

 
EVENT SECURITY & ARTWORK STORAGE 
24-hour security will be provided for the event.  Please note: the boardwalk is open to the public 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week.  Artists who choose to leave artwork, furnishings, equipment, and/or 
personal items in their booths unattended and/or overnight, do so at their own risk.  The Virginia 
Beach Neptune Festival is not responsible for lost or stolen items.  See Risk of Loss for additional 
information. 
 

Secure storage trailers (PODS) will be available for secure overnight storage of artwork if needed.  
More information to come and will be labeled as Overnight Artwork Storage. 
 
SALES TAX 
Exhibitors, vendors, and artists are responsible for complying with all state and local sales tax 
requirements and are responsible for collecting and remitting applicable sales tax directly to state 
and local revenue departments for any sales made during the festival.   
 
EVENT CANCELLATION POLICY 
The Virginia Beach Neptune Festival Boardwalk Weekend is a rain or shine event.  Every reasonable 
effort will be made to conduct Boardwalk Weekend as scheduled.  Festival Management, in 
coordination with municipal authorities and other resources, will closely monitor weather 
conditions before and during events.  If weather or other circumstances exist or develop that, in the 
opinion of Festival Management, would present hazards to life or property, festival events, including 
Boardwalk Weekend events, in whole or in part, may be adjusted or cancelled at the sole discretion 
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of Festival Management.  Only if the entire Festival is cancelled in full will applicants receive a 
space fee refund.  There will be no pro-rated or partial refunds. 
 
RISK OF LOSS 
Artists and exhibitors acknowledge that any injury to property or persons caused by the exhibitor’s 
artwork, property, tools, equipment, etc., or any damage to, theft of, vandalism to, or uncontrollable 
natural forces are the sole responsibility of the exhibitor, including but not limited to any loss 
occurring during the creation, storage, transportation, delivery, or display of the artwork and/or 
other property, regardless of where such loss occurs.  Exhibitors will take any and all measures as 
are reasonably necessary to protect artwork and/or other property from loss and damage. 
 
WARANTIES OF TITLE 
Artists and exhibitors represent and warrant that all artwork displayed and sold during the festival 
weekend is solely the result of the artistic effort of the artist(s)/exhibitor(s), is unique and original 
and does not infringe upon any copyright or the rights of any person.  The Virginia Beach Neptune 
Festival is not responsible for any copyright violation committed by participating artists, vendors, 
and/or exhibitors.   
 
MARKETING, FILM, PHOTOGRAPHY 
Artists and exhibitors understand and agree that photographs, videos, or other images may be 
taken during the festival including Drive On/Off by Festival Management or its designees, agents, 
and/or representatives, and that such photographs, videos, images, and likenesses may be used in 
connection with festival advertising, promotion, and marketing activities, all without compensation 
to the artists or exhibitors.  The artists and exhibitors hereby assign all rights to any such 
photographs, videos, or other images to the Virginia Beach Neptune Festival.   
 

Updated: July 2026 


